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Abstract
This study aims to examine the precise meaning of the term “his narration is
recorded but not relied upon as evidence” within the discipline of al-Jarh wa al-
Ta‘dil, to situate it within the hierarchical ranks of narrators, and to analyze both the
underlying causes of this classification and its scholarly utility in serving as
corroborative evidence in shawahid and mutaba‘at while emphasizing its
insufficiency for independent reliance .The term his narration is recorded but not
relied upon as evidence indicates that the narrator occupies an intermediate position
between full acceptance and outright rejection. This description is ranked directly
below trustworthy narrators, representing the lowest level of ta‘dil yet higher than
absolute weakness. Scholars applied this judgment for various reasons, including
the narrator’s weakness or inconsistency, obscurity due to few transmissions or
multiple names and titles, poor memory, frequent mistakes, or insufficient
precision. Consequently, his narration may be documented for purposes of
corroboration when supported by others, but it is not accepted independently nor
used as the basis for legal rulings or doctrinal principles. This means that the
narrator is truthful in character, yet his weakness in precision prevents independent
reliance on his narration. Nevertheless, his reports are not dismissed outright but are
recorded for consideration and corroboration when supported by other sources. The
scholars applied this judgment to a number of narrators, such as Hajjaj ibn Artah,
Salim ibn Abi Hafsa, Shababah ibn Sawwar, Faraj ibn Fadalah, Qaz‘ah ibn Suwayd,
Hakim ibn Saif al-Raqqi, Ahmad ibn Hashim al-Ramli, and Fadil ibn Marzitgq all of
whom were described as truthful but deficient in accuracy Thus, this term reflects
the scholars’ commitment to scrutinizing the status of narrators and distinguishing
between their varying levels of reliability, thereby underscoring the precision of
their methodology in safeguarding the Sunnah from falsehood and distortion.
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