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Abstract

Celebrating national occasions is an annual activity in which
citizens participate to express their love for their country and
strengthen their sense of belonging to it. Despite the existence of
fatwas permitting participation, some fatwas prohibiting the
celebration of national occasions and Flag Day, and declaring
participation in them sinful, have caused psychological
discomfort and anxiety regarding involvement in these events.
These fatwas stem from interpretations of religious texts that
exceed their intended meanings, leading to misleading people and
misunderstanding those texts. This has resulted in strict adherence
to such fatwas, accusing dissenters of innovation (bid‘ah), which
in turn caused division among citizens, weakened their unity, and
sparked disputes and confusion among them concerning the issue
of national occasions. This study seeks to examine this problem
by investigating the opinions of those who permit and those who
prohibit such celebrations, analyzing the evidence they rely on,
and determining the prevailing opinion.
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