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Abstract

This study examines Speech Act Theory and its application to the
discourse of Imam °‘Ali ibn Musa al-Rida (peace be upon him) from a
pragmatic perspective. Drawing upon the foundational theories of J. L.
Austin and John R. Searle, the study investigates the illocutionary
dimensions of the Imam’s discourse, including his sermons, supplications,
guidance, warnings, and correspondence. These speech acts are classified
according to the five categories of speech acts: assertives, directives,
commissives, expressives, and declarations.

The study also examines indirect speech acts realized through
interrogative and declarative structures. The analysis reveals that the Imam’s
discourse is characterized by a multilayered illocutionary structure in which
direct and indirect speech acts interact to produce profound rhetorical,
theological, and social effects on the recipients. The study concludes that the
language of Imam al-Rida (peace be upon him) was not merely a means of
conveying information; rather, it functioned as an effective performative
instrument capable of bringing about tangible transformations in belief,
behavior, and social reality.

Keywords: Speech Acts; Pragmatics; Imam al-Rida; Illocutionary Force;
Indirect Speech Acts; Arabic Discourse Analysis.
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